Talking Music – Grade K
Learning Objective: Students will build communication skills through movement and aurally responding to a wide variety of vocal sounds that mimic music elements in daily life. 

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. Begin the class by guiding students to echo sounds created by the teacher.
a. Woo-hooooo (using a falling minor third).
b. Howdy!
c. My, my, my, my, my
d. Fabulous
2. Explain to students that we use elements of music and sound in everyday life to
communicate with each other. Call out sounds and have the students respond with
the musical element in each sound.
a. Shhh 
b. What type of sound is that? (Soft, quiet)
c. Invite the students to repeat the sound softly.
d. Tweet tweet! (little bird) 
e. What kind of sound is that? (High pitch)
f. Invite the students to repeat the sound using a very high pitch.
g. Guide the students to tell their neighbor how all of the sounds were different.
h. Be sure to set up a signal to refocus students when they are engaged in think/pair/share.
i. Flicker lights, major chord on a keyboard, tap a drum, clap a rhythm pattern, etc.
3. Ask the students to raise their hands if they have a sound they’d like to share. Honor all examples and tie them to a music concept whenever possible.
a. Possible examples:
i. ROAR! Loud
ii. Choo choo choo choo (train speeding up) Slow to fast
iii. Moooo moooo (cow) Low pitch
iv. Meow, meow (kitten) Soft pitch
4. Read the story Yo? Yes! 
a. Invite the students to listen carefully to find the musical elements when you read the book: loud/soft, slow/fast, high/low.
5. Turn to the first page and show the word “Yo!” 
a. Explain that when the letters are large, we say the word loudly. 
b. Call out “YO!” loudly and ask the class to respond by repeating loudly.
c. Invite the students to stand up and stretch out their arms to the side for the loud sounds.
6. Show “Yes?” 
a. Explain that when the letters are small, we say the word softly. 
b. Invite the students to lower their heads and put one finger in front of their lips for the soft sounds.
c. Call and response with the class.
d. Remind them to show the differences in the sounds with their bodies.
7. Turn the page and show “Who?” 
a. Explain that question marks mean our voices go higher. Say “Who?” and raise your pitch at the end of the word. 
b. Invite the students to point their hands up to the sky to show they are raising the pitch of their speaking voice at the end of a question. 
c. Call and response with the class.
d. Remind them to demonstrate the differences in the sounds with their bodies.
8. Turn the page and show “You!” 
a. Explain that with answers to questions, we often lower our voices at the end. 
b. Invite the students to place their hands on their knees to show the pitch of their speaking voice lowers when we answer a question.
c. Call and response with the class.
9. Continue to read the rest of the book with call and response.
a. Remind the students to show the differences in the sounds with their bodies.

REFLECTION
1. Did the students describe how sound and music can be found in daily life?
2. Did the students listen and respond to aural cues (pitch, dynamics, tempo)?
3. Were students able to demonstrate different music concepts through body movements?
MATERIALS & SETUP
Book: Yo! Yes? By Chris Raschka

Music: Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saëns
CONNECTIONS TOOH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· K.1CR Experience a wide variety of vocal and instrumental sounds. 
· K.6PE Duplicate same and different (fast/slow, loud/quiet, high/low, long/short). 
· K.3CO Investigate concepts shared between music, other art forms and other subject areas. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
· SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations about kindergarten topics and texts with diverse partners in small and larger groups.
· Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

EXTENSION
1. Review the ways we change our voices to communicate effectively, just like musicians do when they play music using loud/soft, fast/slow, and high/low.
2. Choose one or two of the following selections from Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saëns to further explore the contrasting elements of music and speech:Carnival of the Animals Movement Element
· “Fossil” Loud
· “Aquarium” Soft
· “Wild Donkeys” Fast
· “Tortoises” Slow
· “Hens and Cocks” High
· “The Elephant” Low
· As the students are listening, encourage them to move around the room and show what the music sounds like with their bodies.

3. Explain that composers write music using all of these ideas found in Yo! Yes? to “talk” and make musical “conversations.”
4. Play “Final” from Carnival of the Animals. 
· Ask the students to listen for all of these musical elements in the piece.
· Invite them to move around the room and show what the music sounds like with their bodies.

EXTENSION
MATERIALS
