Eucalyptus Tree – Pre-K
Objective: Students will explore steady beat and spoken text by moving, chanting, creating and responding to familiar phrases.

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. Start the class by telling the class to stand like a big, tall tree.
a. Invite them to think ---- “What do you see when you look up in trees?”
i. Birds, kites, butterflies, leaves, flowers, oranges, apples, etc.
b. Ask, “What would a tree look like if the wind was blowing really hard?”
i. Stand tall and show me what a tree looks like when the wind is blowing hard.
c. Tell them to make sounds like a bird and ‘fly’ around the room.
i. If the class is too animated they can fly in place.
ii. Remember to have an attention symbol to signal the class to settle down and return their attention to the teacher after ‘flying’ like birds.
iii. Example: Auditory signal like a chord on a piano, tambourine, “woo-hoo”; flicker lights on and off, etc.

2.  Motion for the students to pat their legs (teacher models with both hands) creating a slow, steady beat. 
a. Guide the students to follow along.
b. While they are patting the beat tell the class that you are going to read a story about a special kind of tree.
c. Have them chant words that align with the beat.
i. Use words from the book One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree.
ii. Example: 
1. Boy, boy, boy, boy
2. Tree, tree, tree, tree
3. Day, day, day, day
4. Cat, cat, cat, cat
5. Grapes, grapes, grapes, grapes
6. Fly, fly, fly, fly, etc.
iii. Silently show students how to tap different parts of their bodies to maintain variety while keeping the beat.
1. Elbow, shoulder, head, knee, tummy, etc.

3. Invite students to march over to a rug and have them sit safely on the floor for a group reading of One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree by Daniel Bernstrom. 
a. Ask a student to pass out one egg shaker to each student, placing it on the floor in front of them.
b. Remind them that the shaker stays on the rug in front of them until you give them more instructions.
i. Ask them to raise their hands – What are you going to do with the egg shaker?
c. While the shakers are being passed out, tell the students to echo the teacher:
i. Pat your elbow, elbow, elbow, elbow (chant and tap).
1. Head, head, head, head.
2. Knees, knees, knees, knees.
3. Nose, nose, nose, nose.
4. Ears, ears, ears, ears, etc.
ii. This will keep the students’ hands busy so there is less opportunity to grab the shaker.

4. Say the title of the book, “One day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree.”
a. Ask students to pause patting their legs and repeat the phrase.
b. Repeat this process 2-3 times.
c. Ask the students if they know what a eucalyptus tree is.
d. Display a picture of an eucalyptus tree. Tell the students that most of those types of trees grow in a place called Australia. 
e. Invite them to say the word Australia.

5. Before reading the book, guide the students to listen for the phrase, “Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree.” 
a. Say the phrase several times.
b. Every time they hear that phrase, they will pick up the shaker and shake it to match the rhythm of the phrase “Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree.”
i. They shake 1-2-3-4, 1-2-3-4 on the word “Tree” the shaker goes back on the floor in front of them.
c. Practice that movement 2-3 times to make sure the students understand the directions.
d. Ask a student to tell the directions to the class.

6. Now read “One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree.” 
a. Invite the class to respond to the aural cue every time that line is repeated.
b. If the students start to get restless, invite them to stand up and shake the egg shaker every time they hear the aural cue. Then, they return to the floor and put the shaker on the floor on the word “Tree” and return to listening to the story.
c. After the story is over, invite students to tell you some of the things the snake ate:
i. Boy, cat, sloth, ape, sloth, bear, bees, fly.
ii. What happened to the snake?

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to directions?
2. Were the students able to listen and respond to the aural cues?
3. Were the students able to chant, use the shakers and add movements on cue?
4. Were the students able to maintain a steady beat consistently?

GRADE 
THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
MATERIALS & SETUP
· One Day in the Eucalyptus, Eucalyptus Tree by Daniel Bernstrom
· Egg shakers
CONNECTIONSTO STANDARDS
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
· SED.1.1.PK.a.Recognize and identify own emotions and the emotions of others.
· SED.1.4.PK.C. With modeling and support, show awareness of the consequences for his/her actions.
· SED.2.3.PKb. Socially competent behavior with peers.

APPROACHES TOWARD LEARNING
· ATL.2.1.PK.a.Focus on an activity with deliberate concentration despite distractions.



