THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Solid, Liquid, Gas - Grade Four

Materials: 
· Music: Appalachian Spring by Aaron Copland
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXV8yO1FucA, performed by the Philharmonia Orchestra, start recording at 20:00 minutes
· Map: United States
· Photos: Appalachian Mountain Range
· Writing Materials: Pencils, paper

Learning Objective: Students will analyze music from “Appalachian Spring,” through listening, discussion and writing.

Glossary Terms:
· Composer: Person who writes music.
· Descriptive Words: Words that describe.
· Compare: Paying attention to things that are the same and different.
· Tempo: Speed of the music.
· Dynamics: Sound that is loud or soft.

ACTIVITY (30-35 minutes)
1. Introduce the lesson by displaying a map of the United States. Point out the area where the Appalachian Mountains are located up and down the Eastern part of the United States, stretching up into Canada.
a. The mountain range runs from Maine across to Ohio and all the way down to South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama.
b. It is the oldest mountain range in the United States and people who wanted to travel west to other parts of the country (before cars and highways) had to go over the mountains on horseback or covered wagons.
c. Display various photos of the Appalachian Mountains.

2.  Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a recording of “Appalachian Spring.” 
a. Share that since the entire performance is nearly 30 minutes long and they are going to listen to a short section of the performance.

3. Before listening & watching the video recording it is important to review some musical terms they will use later on in the lesson.
a. Have students stand in a big circle all around the room.
b. Non-verbally, indicate to students to pat their thighs, keeping the beat in a steady tempo.
c. Point to a student and say, “Show us a fast tempo - - everyone match their tempo and be sure to stay together.”
d. Call on another student to demonstrate stepping to the beat with a very soft dynamic level.
e. Continue calling on different students to model various dynamics or tempo.
i. Students can snap, tap shoulders, clap, tap their head, etc.
ii. Once they have had a chance to move their bodies and review the concepts of tempo and dynamics, have them return to their seats.

4.  Pass out writing materials.
a. Explain that composers often create a musical picture. As they listen to the music they can imagine what the Appalachian Mountains look like, or what it feels like to be in the mountains. 
b. Guide the students to listen carefully to the music and make a list of words that describe the music.
i. Example: Smooth, fast, loud, relaxing, etc.
ii. These words are called adjectives.

5. Review musical terms such as dynamics and tempo.
a. As students listen remind them to pay attention to the tempo, the dynamics, which instruments are playing, etc.
b. Think about the mood of the music as they listen.
c. Play movement VII of the video recording of “Appalachian Spring,” beginning at 20:00 minutes on the counter.
d. Students will write a list of descriptive words as they listen and watch the video recording.

6. When the video recording for movement VII is finished, instruct the students to find a partner and compare the lists they wrote.
a. Were any of the words the same?
b. Were there words that were different?
c. Tell the students to share why they decided to use the specific words on their list.
i. What happened in the music that made them think of those words?
ii. What instruments were playing?
iii. What was the tempo in the recording?
iv. What dynamics were the instrumentalists playing?
d. Ask if any student volunteer wants to share their list with the class.	
i. Invite the volunteers to explain why they chose certain words to describe the music.

7. Next, guide the students to write a story as they listen to the music again.
a. Remind them to include the words they listed in their story.
b. Encourage them to use their imagination.
c. What are they hearing? Seeing? Feeling? 
d. The story will include: 
i. Opening paragraph.
ii. At least 3 details in the story.
iii. End with a summary paragraph.
e. Play the video recording softly as the students write their story.
f. If time permits, invite student volunteers to read their stories to the class.
 
REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to verbally share musical imagery from “Appalachian Spring” with their peers?
2. Were the students able to write a list of descriptive words?
3. Were the students able to write a story depicting the music, using their list of descriptive words.

FINE ARTS 
4.1RE Discuss the lives and times of composers from various historical periods and cultures. 
4.1CO Discuss the connection between emotion and music in selected musical works using elements of music. 

ENGLISH STANDARDS
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

NATIONAL STANDARDS
MU:Pr4.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by personal interest, knowledge, context, and technical skill. 
MU:Pr4.2.4c Explain how context (such as social and cultural) informs a performance. 
MU:Pr4.3.4a Demonstrate and explain how intent is conveyed through interpretive decisions and expressive qualities (such as dynamics, tempo, and timbre). 
MU:Re7.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 
MU:Re7.2.4a Demonstrate and explain how responses to music are informed by the structure, the use of the elements of music, and context (such as social and cultural). 
MU:Re9.1.4a Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria, and explain appropriateness to the context 





