THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Perspectives USA - Grade Four   

Materials:
· Book: The Bat Boy and His Violin by Gavin Curtis, illustrated by E.B.Lewis
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZJy7oN_3mA
· Music: Violin Concerto Opus 61, Ludwig Von Beethoven
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyMfJa8qN2Q, Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, Violinist Clara-Jumi Kang

Learning Objective: Students will explore music and segregation through listening, discussion and moving.

Glossary Terms: 
· Segregation: Separating people away from each other.

ACTIVITY (25-30 minutes)
1. Start the class with the following questions:
a. Who can tell the class what the word segregation means?
b. Separating people away from each other.

2.  Explain that today’s book is about a young boy who played the violin. 
a. His father was a coach of a baseball team in the Negro Leagues.
b. From 1920s-1950s Black/African Americans had to play in a different baseball stadium than the white baseball players.

3. Read the book, The Bat Boy and His Violin, or play the video recording of the book.

4. After the book/video is finished, have students share their observations.
a. What happened when the players first heard Reginald’s playing in the dugout?
b. How did his violin playing change the players’ performance in the game?
c. Invite the students to share their thoughts with a neighbor:
i. How do you think the players on the team felt when they were not allowed to stay in a hotel in town and had to sleep on the bus?
d. What did Reginald do to help the players relax and get a good night’s sleep before the big game?
e. Students may have additional details regarding the challenges of segregation in this story.


5. To change the energy in the room, guide students to line up in two lines facing each other.
a. One line is Line A, the other line is Line B.

6. When they are lined up share that the music they are going to hear was written by Ludwig Von Beethoven. It was made very famous by a 12-year old boy named Joseph Joachim.

7. Explain that they are going to move to this famous music.
a. When the music begins all of the students in Line B will keep the beat to the music somewhere on their body.
i. Example: Clap hands, pat knees, snap fingers, tap their head, etc.
ii. Students in Line A will do the same body motions as the student leader directly in front of them. 
b. Before turning on the video recording, non-verbally, guide the students to practice keeping the beat with the teacher modeling a various body motions.

8.  Once the students understand the directions then continue:
a. When the music starts, Line B begins moving to the music keeping the beat on their bodies.
b. Students in Line A will follow a leader in front of them and do the same body motions.
c. When the teacher claps his or her hands then the students in Line A are the leaders to show how to keep the beat.
d. Students in Line B will follow the model of the student leader in front of them.
e. Keep changing which line is leading periodically to allow students in both Line A and Line B sufficient turns at being a leader in keeping the beat and moving to the music.

9. Play the video recording beginning at marker 30:00-38:00 minutes. 
a. Students in both lines will take turns being the leader during the recording.
b. As the students return to their seats lead a discussion to bring the class to a close:
i. How did you feel when you were leading and keeping the beat?
ii. Were any parts of the music easier to follow than other parts in the recording?
iii. Why was it easier or harder to keep the beat when different instruments were playing?


REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to verbally share their understanding about how segregation impacted the players in the story?
2. Were the students able to recount different events in the story associated with Reginald’s playing the violin?
3. Were the students able to physically lead their peers keeping the beat while listening to the recording?


FINE ARTS
4.1PE Read and perform using known rhythms, whole notes, dotted notes, sixteenth-note combinations or syncopated rhythms in a variety of meters 
4.3RE Compare and contrast elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
4.3CO Discuss how the elements and subject matter of music connect with other subject areas. 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL 
A1. 1.b Identify a range of personal emotions. 
A1. 4.b Describe how current events trigger emotions. 
A4. 1.b Identify and describe how personal choices and behavior impacts self and others. 
B1. 1.b Demonstrate strategies to express a range of emotions within the expectations of the setting. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
MU:Cr1.1.4b Generate musical ideas (such as rhythms, melodies, and simple accompaniment patterns) within related tonalities (such as major and minor) and meters.
MU:Pr4.2.4a Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music (such as rhythm, pitch, and form) in music selected for performance.
MU:Re7.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 



