THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Cultural Connections – 2ND  Grade DAY 1

Materials:
· Music: “In the Hall of the Mountain King” by Edvard Grieg
· Video Recording: “In the Hall of the Mountain King” by Edward Greig https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nMUr8Rt2AI
Learning Objective: Students will explore the music of "In the Hall of the Mountain King" through listening, discussion and movement. 
Glossary Terms:
· Mood: How something feels, or how someone feels.
· Trolls: Ugly creatures in folk stories. They can be really big or very small.
· Folk Tales and Folk Songs: Very old stories and songs that people teach their children. Then the children grow up and teach them to their kids when they grow up.
· Imagine: Make up things in your mind.

ACTIVITY (20 minutes)
1. Begin class by briefly introducing Edvard Grieg and the piece "In the Hall of the Mountain King."
A. Talk about folk songs and folk stories passed down to children, then when they grow they teach the stories and songs to their children.
B. Explain that this folk story is from Norway.
C. Norway is a country in Europe.
D. Show a map of Europe and Norway to the students.
1. If available, display pictures and scenes of Norway.
E. Play a short excerpt of the music to give students a taste of what's to come.
1. Play the first 60 seconds of the music.

2. Ask students if they know the meaning of the word “mood.”
1. How people feel or how the music feels.
2. What mood are you feeling right now as you listen to that short section of the music?

3. Explain the story and the mood behind the music: 
A. Peer Gynt is the main person in the story and he sneaks into the Mountain King's hall.
B. Trolls start chasing him.
C. He finally gets out of the Mountain King Hall and ran away to be safe again.

4. Share the following questions with the students:
A. What do you think was happening in the music that we heard a few minutes ago?
1. When the music started quietly what do you think Peer Gynt was doing?
B. How will the music sound when Peer Gynt is being chased by the trolls?
C. It will get louder and faster.

5.  Listen to the piece “In the Hall of the Mountain King.”
A. Have students lie down on the floor and close their eyes.
B. Guide them to listen to the entire piece.
C. Tell them to imagine what the music might look like, just like it was a movie.

6. After the music is finished, ask volunteers to share what they imagined and what they heard:
A. What did their movie look like in their minds?
B. What did the trolls sound like? 
1. What did they look like to you?
C. How was the music different for Peer Gynt?
D. How did the music change during the piece? 
E. Did the music feel calmer or stronger at the end of the music?

7. Play the music again.
A. Have students stand up and move around the room.
B. Tell them to show what they hear in the music with their movements.
C. Give them a few suggestions to get them started?
1. Tip toe quietly when the music is soft.
2. March loudly when the music is loud and faster.
D. End with everyone running in place when the music reaches a high point.
E. Stop suddenly when the music ends.

8. Invite the students to sit back down.
A. Share that during the next lesson on this music they will have an art activity.
B. Guide them to find a friend and tell them three (3) new things they learned today.

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to imagine the story of Peer Gynt while listening to the recording?
2. Were the students able understand the use of folk songs and folk tales?
3. Were the students able to demonstrate the mood of the music while moving around the room?
OH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· 2.1RE Listen to and explore the music of various styles, composers, periods and cultures. 
· 2.3RE Identify and apply elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 2.4RE Interpret music through movement, dance, drama or visual art. 
· 2.1CO Identify how music communicates feelings, moods, images and meaning 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
· 7. Human activities alter the physical environment, both positively and negatively. 
· 8. Cultures develop in unique ways, in part through the influence of the physical environment. 
· 9. Interactions among cultures lead to sharing ways of life. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Pr4.1.2a Demonstrate and explain personal interest in, knowledge about, and purpose of varied musical selections. 
· MU:Pr4.3.2a Demonstrate understanding of expressive qualities (such as dynamics and tempo) and how creators use them to convey expressive intent. 
· MU:Cn10.0.2a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music. 
