THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Musical Conversations GRADE 1 – (Day 1)

Materials:
· Book: Ring! Yo? by Chris Raschka
· Music: “III. Presto” from Sinfonia Concertante by Amadeus Mozart
· Song: Mary Had a Little Lamb, by Sarah Josepha Hale, John Roulstone

Learning Objective: Students will identify musical elements through singing, inflection, movement and poetry.

Glossary Terms:
· Echo: Say or do the same thing right after another person does it first.
· Pitch: How sounds go up and down.
· Dynamics: Loud and soft sounds in music.
· Tempo: How fast or slow.
· Musical Elements: Different parts of music like beat, rhythm, dynamics.

ACTIVITY (15 minutes)
1. Start the class by telling the students to be your echo. The teacher pronounces the following:
a. Hello? (Use low to high pitch).
i. Pitch.
b. Hi! (Loud exclamation).
i. Dynamics.
c. I have a secret (Whisper softly).
i. Dynamics.
d. I got a new toy! (Speak very fast and excited.)
i. Tempo.
e. I –- am --- so --- tired. (Speak very slow and sleepy).
i. Tempo.

2. Repeat the same process. This time have the students show the sound with their bodies when they echo. If possible, display each term on the board as they are discussed.
a. Hello? (Use low to high pitch).
i. Students show how the sound goes up with their hands/arms, etc.
ii. Explain that the sounds they using are called pitches. 
iii. Have them say the word pitch. Pitches are sounds that can be high, low and in between.
b. Hi! (Loud exclamation).
i. Students demonstrate a loud sound with their bodies and voices.
ii. Explain that the sounds can be loud or soft or in between. 
iii. That is called dynamics.
iv. Have them say the word dynamics. 
c. I have a secret (Whisper softly).
i. Students show what a soft sound looks like with their bodies and voices.
ii. Explain that they are using a soft dynamic.
d. I got a new toy! (Speak very fast and excited.)
i. Students show what a really fast sound looks like with their bodies and voices.
ii. Explain that the sounds can be fast or slow or medium. 
iii. That is called tempo.
iv. Have students say the word tempo.
e. I –- am --- so --- tired. (Speak very slow and sleepy).
i. Students show what a really slow sound looks like with their bodies and voices.
ii. They used a slow tempo.
f. Next, tell the students that these different types of sounds are called musical elements.
i. Invite the students to say musical elements.

3. Share that we use these types of sounds to talk with each other. We call them musical elements. Review these musical elements:
a. Teach or review the song Mary Had a Little Lamb. 
i. (If singing is uncomfortable for the teacher, chant the poem).
b. Instruct the students to say the poem using:
i. Tell students to march and sing the poem to a very fast tempo.
ii. Tell students pat their legs and sing the poem using a very slow tempo.
iii. Have students sing the poem in a very high pitch, raising their hands very high.
iv. Have students chant the poem in a very sing voice, moving their hands down to the ground.
v. Ask the students to sing the poem using a very loud dynamic and spreading their arms out wide.
vi. Ask the students to sing the poem using a very soft dynamic, and putting their index finger in front of their lips.

4. Tell the students that during the next class they will read a book called Ring! Yo? That uses lots of different musical elements.GRADE 

5. Close the class by reviewing the musical elements. Teacher says:
a. Use your body to show a very soft dynamic. (students respond)
b. Use your body to show a very loud dynamic. (students respond)
c. Use your body to show a very slow tempo. (students respond)
d. Use your body to show a very fast tempo. (students respond)
e. Use your voice and make a very high sound. (students respond)
f. Use your voice and make a very low sound. (students respond)
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REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to listen and respond appropriately to aural cues (pitch, dynamics, tempo)?
2. Were the students able to differentiate and produce the various musical elements while reciting the poem Mary Had a Little Lamb?
3. Were the students able to demonstrate the different musical elements using their bodies and voices?
CONNECTIONS TOOH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· 1.3RE Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 1.4RE Respond to music using movement, dance, drama or visual art. 
· 1.1CO Explore how music communicates feelings, moods, images and meaning. 
· 1.3CO Connect concepts shared between music, other art forms and other subject areas. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
· RL.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
· RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings and major events in a story.

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.1a With limited guidance, discuss and apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to refine personal musical ideas. 
· MU:Cr3.2.1a With limited guidance, convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of personal musical ideas to peers or informal audience. 
· MU:Pr4.3.1a Demonstrate and describe music’s expressive qualities (such as dynamics and tempo). 




