THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Musical Conversations GRADE 1 – Day 2 

Materials:
· Book: Ring! Yo? by Chris Raschka
· Music: “III. Presto” from Sinfonia Concertante by Amadeus Mozart
· Song: Mary Had a Little Lamb, by Sarah Josepha Hale, John Roulstone

Learning Objective: Students will explore inflection and intonation in musical elements and conversations through moving, singing and body percussion.

Glossary Terms:
· Pitch: How sounds go up and down.
· Dynamics: Loud and soft sounds in music.
· Tempo: How fast or slow.
· Musical Elements: Different parts of music like beat, rhythm, dynamics.
· Conversation: Two people talking to each other.

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. To begin, remind students that they learned about musical elements earlier and performed the poem, Mary Had a Little Lamb using different musical elements.
a. Review the poem Mary Had a Little Lamb, and the musical elements they used in the earlier lesson.
i. March and chant the poem to a very fast tempo.
ii. Pat their legs and chant the poem using a very slow tempo.
iii. Chant the poem in a very high pitch, raising their hands very high.
iv. Chant the poem in a very low voice, moving their hands down to the ground.
v. Speak the poem using a very loud dynamic and spreading their arms out wide.
vi. Whisper the poem using a very soft dynamic, and putting their index finger in front of their lips.

2. Tell the students that during the today’s class they will read a book called Ring! Yo? and the story uses lots of different musical elements.

3. Explain to the students that this story shares how one person sounds when they are talking to a friend on the telephone. 

a. Talking to another person is called a conversation.
i. Invite the students to say the word, conversation.
b. Read the book, Ring! Yo? by Chris Raschka

4. Remind students that a person uses musical elements in their voice when they talk. 

5. Read through the book again, this time pausing on each page.
a. Have the students use their imagination and decide what the other person is saying in the telephone conversation.
b. Example: “Ring!”
i. Students could decide that the ‘other’ person says, “Hello!”

6. Guide the students to decide if the answers should be loud/soft, fast/slow or high/low.

7. Describe how music can often sound like a conversation between two instruments.

8. Display pictures of a violin and a viola. 
a. Point out how the violin is smaller than the viola and it sounds higher.

9. Introduce “Presto” to the class. 
a. The violin and viola are talking to each other - or having a conversation.

10. Listen to the music and watch the instruments conversing (starting at 27:39-30:00).

11. Discuss the piece: 
a. Which instrument played first when they were talking to each other?
i. Violin 
b. What do you think they might be saying to each other?
i. Responses will vary.

12. Bring the lesson to a close with the following activity:
a. Teacher says: When I clap my hands you have 30 seconds to have a conversation (talk to) another student in the class.
b. When I blink the lights the conversation is over.
c. What does it mean when the conversation is over?
i. Stop talking.
d. Does everyone understand the instructions? Go!
e. Go through this process several times and encourage the students to talk to a different person with every new conversation.

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to listen and respond to aural cues (pitch, dynamics, tempo)?
2. Were the students able to identify how the violin and viola had a musical conversation?
3. Were the students able to imagine the dialogue between the character in the book and the other person on the telephone?
4. Were the students successful in creating short impromptu conversations with other students in the class?
CONNECTIONS TO
OH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· 1.3RE Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 1.4RE Respond to music using movement, dance, drama or visual art. 
· 1.1CO Explore how music communicates feelings, moods, images and meaning. 
· 1.3CO Connect concepts shared between music, other art forms and other subject areas. 


SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
· A2. 2.a Explore opportunities to develop skills and talents 
· B1. 3.a Identify and begin to use strategies to regulate emotions and manage behaviors 
· C1. 1.a Identify facial and body cues representing feelings in others 
· C2. 4.a Identify and participate in activities to improve school or home 
· C4. 3.a Recognize other’s personal space and boundaries.

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.1a With limited guidance, discuss and apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to refine personal musical ideas. 
· MU:Cr3.2.1a With limited guidance, convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of personal musical ideas to peers or informal audience. 
· MU:Pr4.3.1a Demonstrate and describe music’s expressive qualities (such as dynamics and tempo). 





