THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Heroes and Heroines - Grade Four   

Materials:
· Music: Symphony No. 3 Eroica, by Ludwig Von Beethoven
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkP33esCi5g
· Writing Materials: Paper and pencils.

Learning Objective: Students will explore the concept of heroes and heroines through listening, writing, discussion

Glossary Terms:
· Maestro: A very important musician or conductor.
· Heroic: Very brave.

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)

1. Beethoven named his third symphony Eroica. Eroica means heroic.

2. Pass out writing materials to the students. 

3. Play the first 3 minutes of the video recording of Symphony No 3, by Ludvig Von Beethoven.
a. Guide the students to write a list of every instrument they see in the video.
b. Trumpet, clarinet, flute, string bass, violin, cello, oboe.
c. Ask the students to share their list with each other.

4. Play the first 3 minutes of the video recording again. Discuss how the symphony sounds. 	  
a. Tell the students to listen for times in the music where it sounds heroic.
b. What instruments are playing at that time?
c. What are the dynamic levels?
d. What tempo is being used?’
e. What message do you think Beethoven was trying to share with the audience?

5. Ask for volunteers to share their observations with the class.

6. Explain that the conductor, Maestro Leonard Bernstein, was a very famous conductor and that many orchestra conductors of today strive to be more like Maestro Bernstein. He is like a hero to many musicians who conduct orchestras.

7. Ask students to name some of the movies they like that have a hero or heroine in the movie.

a. Answers will vary.
b. Why do they admire that hero or heroine?

8. Next, invite students to think about how music is used in any of the movies they like with heroes or heroines.
a. Have them describe the music.

9. Have each student think about a hero in their life.
a. Why is that person important to you?
b. How do you feel when you think about them or you are around them?

10. Make sure each student has a clean piece of paper.
a. They are going to write a thank you letter to the hero or heroine in their life.
b. This can be a real person or someone from the media, books, movies, etc.
c. Tell the hero/heroine why they are important to you and how they have made your life better.
d. Sign and date the letter.
e. Consider playing the video of the Eroica symphony in the background while students are writing. If students are distracted this is not necessary.

11. Invite volunteers who are comfortable to share what they wrote with the class.
	
REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to identify various instruments in the video recording?
2. Were the students able to describe the musical details that depict a hero or heroine?
3. Were the students able to write a letter to someone they admire in their life?

FINE ARTS
4.1RE Discuss the lives and times of composers from various historical periods and cultures. 
4.3RE Compare and contrast elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
4.1CO Discuss the connection between emotion and music in selected musical works using elements of music. 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
A1. 1.b Identify a range of personal emotions 
A3. 1.b Describe how a trusted adult can provide academic, social or emotional support or assistance for self and others 
E2. 3.b Predict possible future outcomes of personal actions in various settings 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
MU:Pr4.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by personal interest, knowledge, context, and technical skill. 
MU:Pr4.2.4a Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music (such as rhythm, pitch, and form) in music selected for performance. 
MU:Pr4.3.4a Demonstrate and explain how intent is conveyed through interpretive decisions and expressive qualities (such as dynamics, tempo, and timbre). 
MU:Re7.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 


