THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA

Whaling Crescendo   K   
(Day 2)

Materials
Book: An Ocean World by Peter Sis

Learning Objective: Students will experience the concept of crescendo in music by counting, observing photos, discussion and body percussion.

Glossary Terms:
· Body Percussion: Using the body to make musical sounds.
· Crescendo: A sound starts soft and gets louder, little by little.

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. Begin the class by having the students echo different sounds and body percussion. Example:
a. Pat legs quietly. (students echo)
b. Pat legs loudly. (students echo)
c. Snap fingers. (students echo)
d. Tiptoe in place quietly. (students echo)
e. Stomp in place. (students echo)
f. Move index fingers in tiny circles. (students echo)
g. Move index fingers in really large circles. (students echo)

2. Tell the class that they were using body percussion to make musical sounds. Ask a student to describe the differences in some of the body percussion and sounds they just did.
a. Some of the sounds or movements were soft or quiet.
b. The other sounds or movements were loud.

3.  Next invite the students to echo the teacher once again.
a. Pat knees starting very soft and gradually getting louder and louder. (students echo)
b. Tiptoe in place and gradually move to stomping. (students echo)
c. Clap hands very softly and gradually move to loud clapping. (students echo)
d. Place 1 finger in front of your mouth and say “shhhhhh” – starting softly and gradually getting louder. (students echo)
e. Pat the sides of your leg quietly, gradually getting louder and louder. (students echo)

4. Invite the students to describe the sounds and body percussion they used when they echoed the teacher.
a. Sounds and movements started soft then got louder and louder.
b. Tell them that they were making a crescendo.
c. Display the word “crescendo” on the board.
d. Have the students say the word “crescendo” and clap the syllables.
e. Ask one of the students to tell you the meaning of “crescendo.”
i. The sound starts soft and gets louder and louder a little bit at a time.

5. Remind the students that the last lesson was about the whale who grew up in a pool, then it was returned back into the ocean.
a. Display the page where the whale was returned to the ocean from An Ocean World, by Peter Sis.
b. Ask who remembers what happened with the food that the whale was eating when it was growing up.
i. The whale needed more and more food as it got bigger and bigger.
c. Show the page in the book that displays the growth stages of the whale.
d. Point out that the first picture has a baby bottle to feed the baby whale.
e. Invite the students to count the buckets that were used for feeding the whale in the following pictures.
i. Picture #2 – Students count each bucket as the teacher points to them. 
(2 total)
ii. Picture #3 - Students count each bucket as the teacher points to them. 
(5 total)
iii. Picture #4 - Students count each bucket as the teacher points to them. 
(10 total)
iv. Picture #5 - Students count each bucket as the teacher points to them. 
(15 total)
v. Picture #6 - Students count each bucket as the teacher points to them. 
(26 total)

6. Tell the students that music can grow music, just like animals and people grow.
a. Music can start with soft sounds, then when more sounds are added, the music may get louder and louder.
b. Have the students tell you what that is called – “crescendo.”

7. Explain to the students that they are going to make a “crescendo” together. 
a. Tell students that get to choose their own body percussion to make a very soft sound.
i. Have the students demonstrate their soft sound body percussion.
b. Then, invite students to choose their own body percussion to make a medium sound.
i. Have the students demonstrate their medium sound body percussion.
c. Finally, tell students to choose their own body percussion to make a very loud sound.
i. Have the students demonstrate their loud sound body percussion.

8. Display the page that shows the different stages of the whale’s growth in the book, An Ocean World, by Peter Sis.

9.  Explain that the teacher will point to the different pictures of the whale while it was growing up.
a. The students will make very soft sounds when the teacher points to the first picture.
i. Allow the students to practice very soft sounds.
b. The students will make very loud sounds when the teacher points to the last first picture will be very soft and the last picture will be very loud.
i. Allow the students to practice very loud sounds.

10. Remind the students that the signal to stop all of the sounds is when the book closes.
a. Practice the procedure of closing the book and stopping the sounds 2-3 times to make sure the students understand the direction.

11. Teacher points to each photo of the stages of growth of the whale and the students respond using the appropriate body percussion for soft, medium and loud sounds.

12. To close the lesson ask several students to explain how a “crescendo” sounds.
a. A sound starts soft and gets louder gradually, little by little.

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to verbally share their understanding that in music, volume can grow and this term is called “crescendo”?
2. Were the students able to count the number of buckets accurately when observing photos in the book An Ocean World by Peter Sis?
3. Were the students able to demonstrate a crescendo using self-selected body percussion?
OH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· K.1CR: Experience a wide variety of vocal and instrumental sounds. 
· K.6PE: Duplicate same and different (fast/slow, loud/quiet, high/low, long/short). 

MATH
· K.CC.2: Count forward within 100 beginning from any given number other than 1.

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr1.1.Ka: With guidance, explore and experience music concepts (such as beat and melodic contour).
· MU:Cr1.1.Kb: With guidance, generate musical ideas (such as movements or motives).
· MU:Cr1.1.Kb: With guidance, generate musical ideas (such as movements or motives).

