THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Perspectives USA - Grade Four   DAY 1

Materials: 
· Music: “America the Beautiful,” performed by U.S. Army Field Band and Soldier’s Chorus
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nGPDsXgmM0
· Drawing Materials: Paper, pencils, markers

Learning Objective: Students will analyze the song, “America the Beautiful” through listening, singing, moving, chanting, drawing and discussion.

Glossary Terms:
· Pitch: How sounds go up and down.
· Melody: Pitches put together to create a song.
· Meter: How the beats in music are grouped together.
· Patriotic Songs: Songs that express devotion to your country.
· Sternum: Upper part of the chest near the bottom of the neck.

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)

1. Listen and watch the recording of the first verse of, “America the Beautiful.” 
a. Invite the students to listen for descriptive words that are in the first verse:
b. After the recording is played ask the students to share the words they heard.
i. Beautiful
ii. Spacious
iii. Amber
iv. Purple 
v. Majesty, etc.
c. Review the definition of the words, if necessary.

2. Display the text to the first verse of “America the Beautiful.”
a. Listen and watch the recording again.
b. Have the students stand.
c. Tell them to tap the beat lightly on their sternum and chant the text as they hear the soldiers singing.

3. After the verse is completed, ask:
a. When you were tapping the beat were the beats in groups of three or four?
b. Chant the text with a neighbor to check your answer.
c. Have a volunteer share their answer with the class.
i. Groups of 4 beats.

4. Pass out drawing materials to the students.
a. Explain to the students that they are going draw a line that shows how the melody goes.
b. The teacher will demonstrate drawing the contour of a melody as a model.
i. Have the students sing the first phrase of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”
ii. Draw the contour of the melody on a board/white board/overhead projector as they sing.
c. This time tell students to only listen (rather than watch) to the first verse of “America the Beautiful” another time.
d. As they listen, they will draw a line that shows the contour of the melody or where the pitches go.
i. Do the pitches in the melody go up high? 
ii. Do the pitches stay high? 
iii. Do the pitches go down low? 
iv. Do the pitches stay in the middle?
e. Play the recording of the first verse again.
i. Guide students to draw a line that shows the way the melody sounds. 
f. If time allows, have students compare their drawings with a neighbor.

5. Divide the class into two groups (Group A and Group B):
a. Students will sing the first verse of “America the Beautiful” with the recording.	
b. Display the text on the board/overhead.
c. When each group is singing they stand up, when the students are not singing guide them to sit back down. 
d. Group A sings the first phrase: 
i. (Oh beautiful for spacious skies)
e. Group B sings the next phrase: 
i. (For amber waves of grain)
f. Continue this process throughout the entire first verse.
g. Share that the next lesson will focus on a different patriotic song called “America.”
	
REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to identify descriptive words in the song?
2. Were the students able to identify the meter or grouping of beats in the song?
3. Were the students able to draw the contour of the melody of the song?
4. Were the students able to sing the melody on text to the song?


EXTENSION
· Invite the students to stand in a circle around the room.
· Challenge the students to sing the song without the recording.
· Stand and sing “America the Beautiful” using proper posture for singing.
FINE ARTS
· 4.3PE Sing (using head voice and appropriate posture) and move to music of various styles, composers and cultures with accurate pitch, rhythm and expressive qualities. 
· 4.3RE Compare and contrast elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 

OHIO VISUAL ARTS
· 4.3PE Utilize innovative ways to apply the elements of art and principles of design. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Pr4.2.4a Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music (such as rhythm, pitch, and form) in music selected for performance. 
· MU:Re7.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 
· MU:Re7.2.4a Demonstrate and explain how responses to music are informed by the structure, the use of the elements of music, and context (such as social and cultural). 


America the Beautiful, poetry by Langston Hughes (1902-1967)

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

