THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Perspectives USA - Grade Four   DAY 3

Materials: 
· Music: Music: “America the Beautiful,” performed by U.S. Army Field Band and Soldier’s Chorus
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nGPDsXgmM0
· Music: “America” (My Country Tis of Thee), poetry by Samuel Francis Smith.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lz_hYCia-8Y
· Writing Materials: Paper and pencils

Learning Objective: Students will analyze two patriotic songs through listening, singing, moving, writing and drawing.

Glossary Terms:
· Pitch: How sounds go up and down.
· Melody: Pitches put together to create a song.
· Meter: How the beats in music are grouped together.
· Patriotic Songs: Songs that express devotion to your country.
· Compare: See how things are the same or different.
· Contrast: Notice how things are different (Example: up and down, tall and short).

ACTIVITY (25 minutes)

1. Start the class by reminding the students that they have learned two patriotic songs during the past two lessons. 
a. Review both songs from the previous two lessons. 
b. Listen and watch the recording of the first verse of, “America the Beautiful.” 
c. Invite the students to stand and sing along on the first verse.
d. Have them tap the beat lightly on their sternum.
e. What is the meter of this song? Or, how are the beats are grouped together.
i. Groups of 4 beats.

2. Listen and watch the recording of the first verse of, “America.” 
a. Have the students sit and pat the beat on their legs while they are singing.
b. What is the meter of this song? Or, how are the beats are grouped together.
i. Groups of 3 beats.

3. Explain that today the students will be listing all of the ways the two songs are the same and how they are different. 
a. This is called compare and contrast.

4. Encourage the students to go stand by another person 
a. (Quietly find that person by the count of 5-4-3-2-1).
b. Pass out a sheet of paper and two pencils to each pair of students.

5. Tell students to write at the top of the page: 
a. Things that are the same.
b. On the back side of the paper write: 
c. Things that are different.

6. Play the video recordings of the first verse of both songs.
a. The students will listen carefully and list all of the things that are the same on their paper.
b. It may be necessary to play both recordings several times to allow the students additional listening opportunities.

7. Next, have the students turn the paper over and list everything that is different about the two songs.
a. The students will listen carefully and list all of the things that are different about the two songs on their paper.
b. Once again, it may be helpful to play both recordings several times to allow the students additional listening opportunities.

8. After the students have completed their lists tell each pair of students to take their paper with them and go stand in front of another pair of students.
a. You could play 1 verse of “America” and they have to be in place by the new pair of students end of the song.
b. Students will be in groups of 4.
c. Guide the students to read their list out loud to the students in their groups.
i. Did they write down the same things or were some things different on their lists?
d. Invite some student volunteers to share some of their observations with the class.

9. If time allows, distribute more paper and invite the students to draw a picture they think about when they sing either “America the Beautiful” or “America.”

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to identify differences between the two songs?
2. Were the students able to identify similarities between the two songs?
3. Were the students able to collaborate with other students to analyze the two songs?



FINE ARTS
· 4.3PE Sing (using head voice and appropriate posture) and move to music of various styles, composers and cultures with accurate pitch, rhythm and expressive qualities. 
· 4.3RE Compare and contrast elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 

OHIO VISUAL ARTS
· 4.3PE Utilize innovative ways to apply the elements of art and principles of design. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Pr4.2.4a Demonstrate understanding of the structure and the elements of music (such as rhythm, pitch, and form) in music selected for performance. 
· MU:Re7.1.4a Demonstrate and explain how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 
· MU:Re7.2.4a Demonstrate and explain how responses to music are informed by the structure, the use of the elements of music, and context (such as social and cultural). 







