THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Weather or Not – 2ND GRADE

Materials:
· Music: IV. Allegro (“Thunderstorm”) from Symphony No. 6 (“Pastorale”) by Ludwig van Beethoven
· YouTube Video: IV. Allegro (“Thunderstorm”) from Symphony No. 6 (“Pastorale”) by Ludwig van Beethoven
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PrbLsQ_g7s

Learning Objective: Students will be able to explore how a storm develops
and find aural connections between science and music using discussion, listening and body percussion.

Glossary Terms:
· Thunderstorm: When there is thunder, lightning, rain and sometimes hail.
· Weather: What happens outside. It can be sunny, warm, cold, raining, snowing or windy.
· Cold Front: When cool air comes in and blows away or runs into warm air.
· Warm Front: When warm air comes in and blows away or runs into cool air.
· Composers: People who write music.

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. Start the class by asking several students to explain weather to other members of the class.

2. Show a map of the United States.

a. Describe how the weather patterns move from the west side of the country to the east side of the country. (Demonstrate on the map).

3. Introduce the terms cold front and warm front.
a. When a cold front comes into the United States and runs into warm air, it creates storm clouds and usually starts to rain, sleet or hail.
b. The same thing can happen when a warm front comes into the United States and runs into cold air.



4. Introduce “Thunderstorm” by Beethoven.
a. Sometimes people who write music (composers) use the idea of weather to create music.

5. Play about 2 minutes of the YouTube recording of “Thunderstorm.”
a. Instruct students to listen carefully for rain, lightning and thunder. Guide them to:
i. Drum their fingers on their desk when they hear “rain.”
ii. Clap their hands when they hear “lightning.”
iii. Stomp their feet when they hear “thunder.”

6. Show the YouTube recording of “Thunderstorm.”
a. Stop the recording periodically to ask the students what type of weather is happening in the music right then. Examples:
i. :35 seconds – Storm is happening, thunder, lightning.
ii. 1:06 – calmer, maybe some rain, some lightning strikes
iii. 2:02 – storm is getting stronger again
iv. 2:41 – very strong storm
v. 3:24 – calming down, still some thunder

7. Ask the students to describe how Beethoven used different types of instruments and music sounds to create the storm.
a. Fast, or slow.
b. Loud or soft
c. Lots of drums and low sounding instruments for thunder
d. Short sounds for lightning, etc.

8. Next, guide the students to create their own musical storm. 
a. Have all students stand up.
b. First practice each of the following movements/body percussion:
i. Rub palms together to sound like the wind
ii. Snap fingers
iii. Pat legs slow, then faster
iv. Clap hands randomly

9. Conduct a musical storm. Remind students to wait for the teacher to give the cue to change before adding a new movement/sound.
a. Teacher cues the students on the left side of the room and moves across the room cueing students until everyone is doing the movement. (This is like the weather pattern moving across the US).
i. Rub palms together to sound like the wind
ii. Snap fingers
iii. Pat legs slow
iv. Pat legs faster
v. Clap hands randomly
vi. Pat legs fast
vii. Pat legs slow
viii. Snap fingers
ix. Rub palms together

10. Invite the students to reflect on their experience with creating a storm together.
a. What body percussion sounded the most like rain and thunder?
b. What part of the body percussion would be like the cold front coming in?

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able identify and verbalize when the storm was happening in Beethoven’s composition “Thunderstorm?”
2. Were the students able to define cold front and warm front?
3. Were the students able to create sounds like a storm using body percussion?
MATERIALS & SETUPONNECTIONS TOOH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· 2.1CR Improvise simple rhythmic and melodic phrases using known patterns and a variety of sound sources. 
· 2.1RE Listen to and explore the music of various styles, composers, periods and cultures. 
· 2.3RE Identify and apply elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 2.4RE Interpret music through movement, dance, drama or visual art. 
· 2.6RE Follow and respond to the basic cues of a conductor. 

SCIENCE
· Living and nonliving things may move. A moving object has energy. Air moving is wind and wind can make a windmill turn. Changes in energy and movement can cause change to organisms and the environments in which they live. 
· Events happen in regular patterns and cycles in the natural world. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.2a Interpret and apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to revise personal music. 
· MU:Cr3.2.2a Convey expressive intent for a specific purpose by presenting a final version of personal musical ideas to peers or informal audience. 
· MU:Pr4.2.2a Demonstrate knowledge of music concepts (such as tonality and meter) in music from a variety of cultures selected for performance. 
· MU:Pr4.3.2a Demonstrate understanding of expressive qualities (such as dynamics and tempo) and how creators use them to convey expressive intent. 




