THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Take the A Train – Third Grade DAY 1	

Materials:
· Music: “Take the A Train” by Duke Ellington
· Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6mFGy4g_n8
· Poster: Instrument family
· Photos: Guitar, string bass, drum set, saxophone

Learning Objective: Students will explore the various instruments in Duke Ellington’s jazz orchestra through listening, moving and discussion.

Glossary Terms:
· Reed: A small piece of cane. When you blow on it, it vibrates in the mouth piece of a woodwind instrument.
· Vibrate: When something moves up and down or back and forth very fast.
· Instrument Family: Brass, percussion, string, woodwind.
· Symphony Orchestra: A group of musicians playing together. Instruments include: strings, brass, woodwinds and percussion. They usually play classical music.
· Jazz Orchestra: Small group of musicians who play jazz together.

ACTIVITY (25 minutes)
1. Start class by inviting students to stand and move while they listen to the audio or video recording of, “Take the A Train” by Duke Ellington.
A. Guide them to tap the beat while they are listening. 
1. Start by tapping the beat on the knees.
2. Teacher can non-verbally guide them to change up tapping the beat on different parts of the body throughout the song.
a. Example: Shoulders, ear, elbow, head, sternum, etc.

2. Display a symphony orchestra instrument family poster.
A. Lead a discussion about the four different families of orchestral instruments:
1. Brass family
2. Percussion family
3. String family
4. Woodwind family
B. Ask the students to describe how the instruments are made. If possible play a 30 second recording of some of the instruments in the respective instrument families.
1. Strings
a. Made out of wood with strings that are plucked or a bow is used.
2. Percussion
a. Drums are hollow and played with hands or mallets.
3. Brass
a. The trombones and trumpets are made out of brass.
b. You blow into the instrument to make a sound.
4. Woodwind
a. These are made of wood or metal.
b. You blow into a mouth piece that has a very thin piece of cane to vibrate with the air.

3. Explain that a jazz orchestra is usually smaller. Display photos of all of the instruments in a Jazz Orchestra.
A. Saxophone, guitar, double bass, trumpet, trombone, piano and drum set. 
B. Have students compare the two orchestras.
C. What instruments are the same?
D. Are there different instruments in the jazz orchestra?
1. Saxophone, guitar and drum set are usually not played in a symphony orchestra.

4. Encourage the students to listen to the music recording again.
A. This time they will respond by moving around the room when they hear specific instruments.
1. Tell them to: 
a. Start by marching to the beat. 
b. Walk forward, keeping the beat only when they hear a piano playing.
c. Walk backwards whenever they a brass instrument playing.
d. Stay in place and march to the beat when they don’t hear a piano or brass instrument.

5. Invite the students to reflect on their listening and moving experience.
A. Was it easy or challenging to hear the piano and brass instruments in the recording?
1. Why was it easy or challenging?
B. Can they identify any other instruments that were playing besides a piano and brass instruments?

6. Tell the students that they will have another lesson on jazz orchestra. During that lesson they will be working on an art project.


REFLECTION
      1.   Were the students able to successfully maintain a steady beat while listening and	responding with body movements?
      2.  Were the students able to verbally describe their success in differentiating the sounds of	specific instruments during the listening and movement activity? 
      3.   Were the students able to identify specific instruments while listening and respond with	assigned body movements?	 


EXTENSIONS
1. Provide informational texts, such as encyclopedias, or access to the Internet.
2. Guide the students to write a paragraph of 3-5 sentences describing the instrument they chose.
A. Include information on the instrument family such as: 
1. Describe the materials used to make the instrument?
1. Example: Metal, wood, strings, etc.
2. Explain how the sound produced.
1. Blowing through mouthpiece, hitting the drum, etc.
3. Describe the kinds of sounds the instrument makes.
1. Sounds are also called pitches.
4. Explain the range of sounds the instrument can make. 
1. How high do the pitches go?
2. How low do the pitches go?
B. Explain why they chose that particular instrument as their favorite.
GRADETANDARDS
FINE ARTS: MUSIC
· 3.2RE Identify families of instruments aurally and visually. 
· 3.3RE Distinguish elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 3.4RE Interpret music through movement, dance, drama and visual art. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.2.3a Present the final version of personal created music to others, and describe connection to expressive intent. 
· MU:Pr4.2.3c Describe how context (such as personal and social) can inform a performance. 
· MU:Pr6.1.3a Perform music with expression and technical accuracy. 
· MU:Re7.1.3a Demonstrate and describe how selected music connects to and is influenced by specific interests, experiences, or purposes. 
· MU:Re9.1.3a Evaluate musical works and performances, applying established criteria, and describe appropriateness to the context. 



