Max Found Two Sticks – Grade 1

Learning Objective: Students will identify syllables and demonstrate the connections between sound, beat and rhythm by moving, chanting and body percussion.

ACTIVITY (15-20 minutes)
1. Have the students be seated and echo the teacher.
a. Teacher chants 4 repetitive word phrases 
1. (examples: dog, dog, dog, dog; cat, cat, cat, cat; shoe, shoe, shoe, shoe; bird, bird, bird, 
bird) using a steady beat. 

2. Teacher pats a different body part and students echo with each new repeated word: 
a. Shoulders, elbows, head, nose, eyes etc. 
	b. Students echo the teacher chanting words and moving.
	c. Teacher explains that they are chanting and moving to the steady beat. It is like a steady   
	heartbeat and never changes.

3. Guide the students to echo the teacher.
a. Teacher chants words with different rhythms 
1. (examples: “pepperoni, pepperoni” “watermelon, watermelon” “pumpkin pie, pumpkin 
pie”). 
2. Teacher pats the rhythm on knees or drums on a table with alternating hands for each
set of words. 
3. Students echo the teacher with chanting and patting alternating hands on their knees or 
drumming on a table.
b. Teacher explains that now they are chanting and moving to rhythm. 
1. In rhythm there are short sounds, long sounds and sometimes it’s silent or quiet. 
2. In a song or poem it is the way the words go.
3. Sing “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” and have the students clap the syllables/rhythm.
4. Step the beat and sing the song again.
5. Ask a student to explain what is different about the beat (in their feet) and rhythm (in 	their hands).

6. Invite the students to stand.
a. Ask them to step the beat together. 
1. Practice stepping the beat together while walking around the room.
2. Tell the students to freeze in their own space.
a. Have an audible symbol, or flicker the lights so students know when to freeze, then resume marching.
3. Teacher can also play an upbeat song for marching and stop the music when the 
students freeze. When the music plays they march around.

7. Tell the students to quietly move to a new spot on the floor.
a. Count down 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. 
b. All of the class should be seated by the end of the count down.
c. Read the story Max Found Two Sticks.
d. Encourage the students to listen carefully.
1. Tell them to raise their hand every time they hear anything that Max plays with his 
sticks.
e. When the teacher reads rhythm patterns in the story, have the students echo and drum those 
patterns on the floor or on their knees. 
1. (If students are seated at a table or their desks they can drum on the table or desks).

8. When the story is finished, ask the students to list some of the things Max played with his sticks.
 	a. (bucket, soda bottles, garbage cans, etc.)

9. On a board or overhead list the different words/items that Max played with his sticks.
	a. Photos of the items could be displayed rather than listing the words.
b. Have the teacher say the words and the students echo the words together.
c. Say the words together a second time.
1. If a word has one syllable clap one time while saying the word.
2. Teacher models before the students participate. 
d. If a word has two syllables, the students clap twice. 
1. Teacher models
	e. Teacher calls out each word again and asks the students respond in a different way.
		1. If the word has one syllable the students raise one hand while saying the word.
		2. If the word has two syllables the students raise both hands while saying the word.
	e. Display the words on a board or overhead for the class to see the rhythmic patterns.

Gar-bage
Can
Drum
Sticks
Bu-cket
Hat 
Bo-xes
So-da 
Bot-tles
Bran-ches

10. Ask students to tell their neighbor what is different and what is the same about the words listed on the board.
	a. Have several students share their answers with the class.

EXTENSION
1. The teacher will recite the poem Humpty Dumpty.
2. Ask the students to stand in one spot while stepping the beat.
3. The teacher steps the beat while reading the poem.
4. The teacher will speak short rhythmic phrases:
a. Example:” Humpty Dumpty; sat on a wall” from the poem Humpty Dumpty.
b. The students echo the pattern stepping the beat.
c. Invite them to chant the same pattern, sitting on the floor and drumming the rhythm on the 
floor.
1. Remind them that the rhythm is the way the words go.
d. Repeat this process with each phrase in the poem.
e. Invite the students to speak with a neighbor and tell each other what happened in the story of Humpty Dumpty.
f. Have several students share their answers with the class.
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MATERIALS & SETUP
Book: Max Found Two Sticks by Brian Pinkney
Poem, Humpty Dumpty
CONNECTIONS TOOH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS: Music
· 1.1PE Read and perform simple four-beat rhythms using eighth notes, quarter notes and quarter rests. 
· 1.3RE Identify elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 1.4RE Respond to music using movement, dance, drama or visual art. 
· 1.3CO Connect concepts shared between music, other art forms and other subject areas. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
· RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
· RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details. 
· RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to listen and respond to aural cues?
2. Were the students able to demonstrate a variety of rhythms accurately?
3. Were the students able to identify the relationship between beat, syllables and rhythm?
4. Were the students able to recall and describe different events in the story?

