Peter and the Wolf – Grade 2
Learning Objective: Students will discuss decisions and opinions through listening and writing an opinion text based on Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf.

ACTIVITY (45-50 minutes)

1. Tell the students that they are going to hear a story that has a lot of different animals in the story.
a. Invite the students to walk around the room looking and sounding like a duck.
b. Continue that process with the following animals:
i. Bird
ii. Cat
iii. Wolf
c. Have the students decide which of the four animals is their favorite.
d. Instruct them to walk around the room and make sounds like their favorite animal.
e. Guide them to find all of the other ‘animals’ who are like them and stand in a small circle.
i. All ducks in a group, birds in a group, etc.
f. Once the students have all found their animal friends, have each group make the sounds of their animal.
g. Instruct them to find a partner in their group and tell the partner why that animal is their favorite.

2. Have the students stay in their groups and sit in four circles on the floor.
a. Next, generate a conversation about opinions. 
b. Ask of anyone knows the meaning of the word opinion.	
i. (A belief about something, someone, etc.)
ii. Display the word and have the students say the word together.
c. Explain that the reason they decided which animal was their favorite is because they have opinions about the four different animals.

3. Listen to Peter and the Wolf.
a. Instruct the students to listen for their favorite animal.
b. Whenever any of the groups hear their animal in the story they stand up quickly, then sit back down.

4. After the music is over:
a. Display the word decision and have the students say the word together.
b. Ask a volunteer student to explain what it means to make a decision.
c. Ask: 
i. Who can name some of the decisions that Peter made in the story? 
ii. How do you think Peter felt after some of those decisions? 
iii. Would they do the same things Peter did? 
iv. Tell a partner why or why not.

5. Remind the students about the part of the story when Peter helped capture the wolf.
a. Ask for volunteers to share what they would do if they were Peter. 
b. Have them share the reasons why they chose to make that decision.
6. Distribute paper and pencils.	
a. With guidance from the teacher, have the students write a paragraph about the place in the story where Peter captured the wolf.
b. Their paragraph should include:
i. What Peter does in the story.
ii. What they would do if they were Peter in the same situation.
iii. Two or more reasons why they would make that decision.
iv. A final sentence describing what could happen if they made that decision.
c. Some students may need assistance with the writing.

7. Encourage students to use words such as “because” or “also” to link their ideas together. 
a. Remind students to use the grammatical structure “If I saw a wolf, I would…” to describe hypothetical events.
b. Be sure they understand the term hypothetical – it might or might not happen.

8. Some students may complete their paragraph before the majority of the students are finished.
a. Encourage them to draw a picture of one part of the story.

9. After the paragraphs are written, guide students to find a partner and read their paragraph to each 
other. 
a. After reading the paragraphs to a partner, allow them to make changes or edits to improve their paragraph.

10. Call on several volunteers to share their paragraphs with the class. 
a. Invite the students in the class to compare and contrast the different decisions of the volunteers’ paragraphs.


REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to verbally share their opinions about Peter’s actions?
2. Were the students able to write a paragraph about their opinions and provide a rationale for their    
    decisions?
3. Were the students able to strengthen their writing after sharing their paragraph with a partner?

EXTENSION
1. Invite the students who finished drawing a picture to share their drawings to the class and explain what they drew, and why they drew it.
2. Have students act out any new endings to their stories and share with the class. 

THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music: Peter and the Wolf by Sergei Prokofiev
CONNECTIONS TOH STANDARDS
FINE ARTS
· 2.1RE Listen to and explore the music of various styles, composers, periods and cultures. 
· 2.3RE Identify and apply elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 2.5RE Discuss musical selections of various styles, composers, periods and cultures. 
· 2.7RE Explain how music is used for a variety of purposes and occasions in various cultures. 
· 2.8RE Analyze patterns of same and different sections and phrases. 
· 2.1CO Identify how music communicates feelings, moods, images and meaning 
· 2.3CO Compare and contrast grade appropriate concepts shared between music and other subject areas 


LANGUAGE ARTS
· W.2.1 Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or book being written about, express an opinion, supply
· reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g.,because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.
· W.2.5 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.



