Take the A Train – Third Grade 

Learning Objective: Students will explore various instruments in Duke Ellington’s ensemble through listening, tapping the beat and drawing.

ACTIVITY (25-30 minutes)
1. Invite students to listen to the recording of, “Take the A Train.”
a. Remind the students that after the recording stops, to be ready to tell a neighbor all of the different instruments that they heard playing in the recording.
b. Guide them to tap the beat on their knees while listening. 
i. Teacher can non-verbally guide them to change how the students tap the beat throughout the song.
ii. Example: shoulders, ear, elbow, head, sternum, etc.
c. After the recording is completed, have the students share what they heard quickly with their neighbor.
i. Piano, string bass, trumpet, trombone.
ii. Ask volunteers to share what they heard while they were listening.

2. Display a symphony instrument family poster.
a. Encourage the students to listen to the music recording again.
i. Tell them to raise their hand each time they hear an instrument that is not a piano, string bass, trumpet or trombone.
b. What new instruments did they hear the second time? 
c. Ask: Which instruments did you hear in the jazz orchestra that are not in the symphony orchestra. 
i. Saxophone, drum set, voice
d. Have volunteers share their answers.

3. Lead a discussion about the four different families of orchestral instruments (i.e. brass,
percussion, strings, woodwind)
a. Talk about their physical properties and the sounds they make.
i. Strings
ii. Percussion
iii. Brass
iv. Woodwind

4. Have students categorize all of the instruments of Duke Ellington’s band into the four families of
instruments:
a. Strings - Double bass, guitar
b. Percussion - Drum set, piano (students may identify piano in strings)
c. Brass - Trumpet, trombone
d. Woodwind saxophone (looks like brass, but the sound is produced by blowing on a single reed rather than a buzzing lips through a mouthpiece)

5. Hand out paper and pencils and invite the students draw a picture of their favorite instrument that they heard in the Duke Ellington band recording. 
a. After each student has drawn a picture of one instrument, guide the students to walk around the room and form into groups by finding every other student in the class who drew a picture of the same instrument.
b. Invite the students to tell the other members of their group why they chose that as their favorite instrument.
c. Ask a few volunteers to share their observations/insights with the class.

6. Motion for the students to sit on the floor.
a. Guide them to place their drawings on the floor in front of them or in their laps.
b. Play the recording one more time.
c. Tell them to listen carefully and tap the beat (with their pointer finger) on their drawing whenever they hear the instrument playing that matches their drawing.
i. Example: When the saxophone is playing tap the beat on the drawing of the saxophone.


EXTENSIONS

1. Provide informational texts, such as encyclopedias, or access to the Internet.
2. Guide the students to write a paragraph of 3-5 sentences describing the instrument they chose.
a. Include information on the instrument family such as: 
i. What materials are used to make the instrument? (metal, wood, strings, etc.)
ii. How is the sound produced? (blowing through mouthpiece, hitting the drum, etc.)
iii. Describe the kinds of sounds the instrument makes.
1. Sounds are also called notes/pitches.
iv. Explain the range of sounds the instrument can make. 
1. How high are the pitches?
2. How low are the pitches?
b. Explain why that particular instrument is their favorite.


REFLECTION
      1.   Were the students able to successfully maintain a steady beat while listening?
      2.   Did students successfully draw a picture of an instrument?
      3.   Were the students able to categorize the instruments of Duke Ellington’s band
            into the four instrumental families?
      4.   Were the students who participated in the extension activity research a topic able to develop facts       about their selected instrument and write a paragraph? 
GRADE
THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music: “Take the A Train” by Duke Ellington
• Instrument family poster
• Research materials (books, computer lab, etc.)
• Pencil/Paper
CONNECTIONS TO
OH
 STANDARDS
FINE ARTS: MUSIC
· 1CE Visually and aurally, identify the four families of orchestral instruments.
· 3.2RE Identify families of instruments aurally and visually. 
· 3.3RE Distinguish elements of music using developmentally appropriate vocabulary. 
· 3.4RE Interpret music through movement, dance, drama and visual art. 

For Extension:
LANGUAGE ARTS
· W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations to aid comprehension.
              b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

