On the Move – Grade 5

Learning Objective: Students will explore diversity in music by moving, listening and discussing the effects of migration on various cultures.

ACTIVITY (40-45 minutes)

1. Play approximately 3 minutes of the video recording of “Arabian Waltz” performed by the Silk Road Ensemble.

2. Students stand in 2-3 circles (depending on the size of the class).
a. Assign a leader to create a movement to the beat.
b. The other students mirror the ‘leader’ student.
c. Use a signal (clapping, tapping drum, flicker lights) to indicate that the person on the right of the leader is now the new leader.

3. Pass out post it notes/paper and pencils to each student.
a. Play the excerpt again and ask the students to write down the names of all every instrument they can identify in the video.
b. Have them include the country where that instrument is played.
c. Encourage the students to compare their notes with their neighbor after the recording is stopped.

4. Tell students that Yo-Yo Ma was born in France and he is a very famous Asian American cellist who founded (created) an ensemble called the Silk Road Ensemble.
a. Ask a volunteer to locate France on the map.
b. Ask another volunteer to locate a country that is located in Asia (Japan, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, etc).
c. Share that many families have more than one country represented in their family tree.
d. Explain that the music that the Silk Road Ensemble plays includes diverse types of music from many different countries.
i. Write the word diversity on the board.
ii. Ask a student to identify the word – diversity.
iii. Read the quote from Yo-Yo Ma:
iv. He created this unique, diverse ensemble to engage “difference, sparking radical collaboration and passion-driven learning to build a more hopeful world.”
v. Ask a volunteer to explain what that statement means to them.

5. Introduce the term migration. 
a. Display the word “migration” on the board, screen, etc.
b. Ask if any student knows what that word means, and, have them share their understanding with the class.
c. Explain that for thousands of years people across the world have migrated, or relocated, to search for better living conditions, a better life for their families.
d. Ask students to share any stories they know of people in their own families who migrated to a different country different from where they were born.

6. Lead the students in a class discussion:
a. Have the students break up into groups of 3-5 students.
b. Encourage them to share their answers to the following questions:
i. If you could move anywhere in the world, where would it be? 
ii. Why do you want to move there? 
iii. What would be great about living there?
iv. What would you miss about where you live now?

7. Ask the group leaders from their group discussions to step up to the front of the room to share their group’s responses about why people move or migrate.
a. Have the group leaders list the reasons on the board.
b. Examples: climate, education, family, job opportunity or loss, religion, political freedom, forced to move.
c. Encourage the students to review the various lists and identify any similarities or differences.

8. Distribute post it notes and pencils. 
a. Play several short excerpts of music or video recordings from different countries around the globe.
b. Examples: Mariachi from Mexico, Raga from India, Apartheid protest music from South Africa, Pan pipes from Peru, Ghanian drumming from Ghana.
c. As the students listen to each recording/video have them stand and step to the beat of the music.	
i. Next ask them to list 1-2 words that describe that excerpt of music.
ii. Repeat this process for each musical excerpt.
d. After listening to the recordings, review each musical excerpt and have students share their descriptive words. 
e. Instruct a student (or the teacher) to list the descriptive words on the board.

9. Guide students to name groups of people who have moved to a new area or country throughout history.
a. Examples: Slaves were captured and brought to the US; people from South America moved to US recently; people in Germany moved to England and the US during World War I.
b. Ask the class, why do you think they moved? 
i. Examples: African slaves were captured/forced to relocate; Pilgrims left England for religious freedom; Native Americans were forced to move from their land by the government; some people from Mexico left for safety or job opportunities.
c. Have student volunteers to come up to the map and locate the different countries that students share in the class. 
d. Encourage students to chat with a neighbor and talk about the different types of music that people brought with them when they moved to America.
i. Examples: Salsa, Mariachi, African drums, Native American flute, Chinese stringed instruments, etc.
ii. Guide the students to talk with the people close to them to consider the following question:
iii. How can the similarities and differences of the music from other countries helps expand artistic expression in the US?
iv. Ask students to share their conclusions with the class.


10. Play the 7 minutes to the end of the video recording of “Arabian Waltz” performed by the Silk Road Ensemble.
a. Divide the class into 2 groups.
b. Group 1 - Every time the students see or hear a stringed instrument, stand up.
i. Sit down when the strings are not playing.
c. Group 2 - Every time the students see or hear a drum, stand up.
i. Sit down when any drums are not playing.

11. If time allows, discuss why diversity is important.
a. Ask students to share examples of how diversity is valuable in music and arts, in making decisions by government leaders, in society and wellbeing, etc.

EXTENSIONS

1. The teacher can create a word cloud using the students’ descriptive words they wrote on the post it notes in class.
2. Provide access to informational texts and/or the Internet.
a. Guide the students to find examples of instruments from the different countries they talked about in the class discussion.
b. If time, allow the students to play short excerpts (30 seconds) of recordings of some of the instruments they discovered.
c. Talk about the differences and similarities with instruments that are familiar in their own homes and communities.

REFLECTION
1.  Were the students able to maintain a steady beat while moving to various types of music?
2.  Were the students able to identify specific examples of people who migrated and why?
4.  Were the students able to discuss how artistic expression can be enriched by diversity?


THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
MATERIALS & SETUP
• Music: “Arabian Waltz” by the Silk Road Ensemble
· Map of the globe
ONNECTIONS TO
OFINE ARTS
· 5.1RE Compare and contrast music of various styles, composers, periods and cultures. 
· 5.7RE Recognize the musical traditions of various cultures. 
· 5.1CE Explore and identify musical instruments from different historical periods and world cultures.

SOCIAL STUDIES
· 9. Political, environmental, social and economic factors cause people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Western Hemisphere today.
· 10. The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due to American Indian, European, Asian and African influences and interactions, as evidenced by artistic expression, language, religion and food.


