THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Just Be Happy - Grade Six

Materials:
· Video: “Happy” by Farrell Williams.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbZSe6N_BXs 
· “Found” Percussion Materials: Pencils, books, water bottles, keys, table tops, back of chairs.
· Writing Materials: Pencils, pens, paper.

Learning Objective: Students will explore improvisation by creating movement and percussion accompaniment using common objects found in the classroom and writing.

Glossary Terms:
· Improvise: Create something very quickly.
· Meter: Groups of beats
· Rhythm: Arrangement of musical sounds
· Percussion: Musical instruments played by shaking, drumming or striking
· Categories: Groups of people or things that share similarities
· Accompaniment: Music part that supports other musicians or instruments

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)
1. Have students listen to an excerpt of “Happy” by Farrell Williams.

2. Invite the students to tap the beat as they listen to the music

3. Pause the recording and ask the students if the beats in the music is grouped together in beats of 3 or 4.

4. Play the recording again as the students decide if the meter – or groups of beats - are in 
3 or 4.
a. Ask volunteers to share which meter they think is being used in the song.
b. Invite them to tap the beat again and chant out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4 with the music

5. Tell the students they are going to create an accompaniment to play along with the recording of the song.

6. Guide the students to look around the room and locate different items in the room that could be used as an instrument. Examples:
a. Shake a water bottle.
b. Tap a book or water bottle with pencils.
c. Tap 2 pencils together.
d. Drum on the back or seat of a chair or on the top of a table.
e. Shake a set of keys.

7. Play a 90 second excerpt of the recording again. 
a. Have students play their “percussion” instruments with the music. 
b. Encourage them to make up their own sounds and rhythms.

8. Next, ask the students to group their instruments into categories. Examples:
a. All of the drummers move into a group.
b. Every person using a shaker move into a group.

9. Invite the students in each group of instruments to create a rhythm pattern for everyone to play with the recording.
a. Play a 90 second excerpt and invite the students to play the rhythm pattern they agreed on.

10. As the lesson concludes pass out writing materials. Invite the students to write their responses to the following questions:
a. What is the message or meaning of the song?
b. Which ‘found’ instrument matched the song the best?
c. Why was that your favorite instrument for this song?

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to discern which meter pattern aligned with the song “Happy” by Farrell Williams?
2. Were the students able to improvise a percussion accompaniment to the recording of “Happy?”
3. Were the students able to categorize and group the “found” percussion instruments appropriately?
4. Were the students able to explain the meaning of the text in the song?

FINE ARTS
· 6.1CR Improvise short rhythmic, melodic, or harmonic passages for individual instruments. 
· 6.1PE Perform or present four- and eight-beat rhythmic patterns. 
· 6.6PE Maintain simple, four- and eight-beat rhythmic ostinati with a recorded accompaniment. 
· 6.2RE Explain instrument groupings for different styles of music in various cultures. 
· 6.3RE Distinguish the use of dynamics, meter, tempo and tonality in various pieces through active listening. 

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr1.1.6a Generate simple rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic phrases within AB and ABA forms that convey expressive intent. 
· MU:Cr3.1.6b Describe the rationale for making revisions to the music based on evaluation criteria and feedback from their teacher.
· MU:Cr3.2.6a Present the final version of their documented personal composition or arrangement, using craftsmanship and originality to demonstrate an effective beginning, middle, and ending, and convey expressive intent.
· MU:Pr4.2.6a Explain how understanding the structure and the elements of music are used in music selected for performance.
· MU:Pr4.3.6a Perform a selected piece of music demonstrating how their interpretations of the elements of music and the expressive qualities (such as dynamics, tempo, timbre, articulation/style, and phrasing) convey intent. 




