THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
That’s Scary Music – 
Grade Six

Materials:
· Video: “Toccata in D Minor,” Johann Sebastian Bach
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeCjuoqOpew
· Writing Materials for group work: large post it notes, markers, white board, white board markers, paper, pencils, pens.

Learning Objective: Students will analyze the recording of Toccata in D Minor, by Johann Sebastian Bach, create a list of descriptive terms and write a story.

Glossary Terms:
· Improvise: Create something without preparation
· Descriptive Words: Words that classify or describe

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)
1. Begin class by inviting students to listen to a recording of an organ solo.
a. Tell them to think of different words that describe the music while they are listening.
b. Play the first 90 seconds of the recording of “Toccata in D Minor” by Johann Sebastian Bach.

2. Guide the students to divide up into pairs or groups of three.

3. Instruct them to move the board or to large post it notes.
a. Have each group make a list of words to describe the organ music.
b. Play the recording excerpt again while the students are working on their lists.

4. After the groups of students have developed their lists, tell each group to assign a leader.
a. The leader will read the list of words for the class.
b. After all of the groups have shared their descriptive words, guide the students to identify which words that are similar between groups of students.
c. Identify the words that are different between the groups of students.

5. Next, guide each group of students to collaborate and write a short story that includes all of the descriptive words on the list they created.

6. Play the recording excerpt one more time as the students are creating their story.

EXTENSION
· Invite a volunteer from each group to read their story to the class.
· Compare and contrast the different stories that were created by the different groups of students.
· Were there any things that were similar in the stories?
· How were the stories different?

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to create a list of descriptive words while listening to the recording of “Toccata in D Minor” by Bach?
2. Were the students able to identify which descriptive words were similar and which were different?
3. Were the students able to write a short story using the descriptive words developed by their respective groups?

FINE ARTS
· 6.5RE Identify criteria based on elements of music to support personal preferences for specific music works. 
· 6.3RE Distinguish the use of dynamics, meter, tempo and tonality in various pieces through active listening. 
· 6.8RE Describe distinguishing characteristics of music forms (verse/refrain, AB, ABA, rondo, canon, theme and variation) from various cultures and historical periods. 
· 6.1CO Describe the connection between emotion and music in selected musical works using elements of music 
· 6.3CO Explain and apply skills developed in music (critical thinking, collaboration) to other subject areas and/or other art forms. 

LANGUAGE ARTS
· RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas.
· W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
· W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
· W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.6a Evaluate their own work, applying teacher-provided criteria such as application of selected elements of music, and use of sound sources 
· MU:Pr4.2.7c Identify how cultural and historical context inform performances and result in different music interpretations. 
· MU:Re7.1.7a Select or choose contrasting music to listen to and compare the connections to specific interests or experiences for a specific purpose. 
· MU:Re7.2.7b Identify and compare the context of music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods. 




