THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Lean on Me - Grade Seven

Materials:
· Video: “Lean on Me,” by Bill Withers
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOZ-MySzAac
· Writing Materials: Pencils, pens, paper.

Learning Objective: Students will move to music, then decide on a theme and collaborate in groups to create a parody of the song “Lean on Me” by Bill Withers.

Glossary Terms:
· Parody: An imitation
· Theme: A reoccurring idea
· Strophic: A song style with the same music repeated for each verse
· Verse: A repeated section of a song that tells a story
· Chorus: Keeps the same music and text

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)
1. Invite the students to stand.
a. Play an excerpt of the song, “Lean on Me” by Bill Withers?
b. Tell the students they are going to focus on two different details in the music.
i. Listen to see if they can identify the form of the song (strophic/verse and chorus).
ii. Snap every time they hear the word, “lean.” 

2. After listening to the recording ask students if anyone can identify the form of the song.
a. Verse and a chorus.
b. The verses are different.
c. The chorus or refrain is the same each time it is sung.

3. Introduce the term strophic.
a. Song with verses and a chorus.
b. Have the students name songs with a verse and chorus.
c. Examples: Jingle Bells, This Land is Your Land

4. Tell the students they are going to write a parody.
a. A parody uses material that is already written and changes the words.
b. Sometimes a parody is humorous.




5. Show an example of parody using the song “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”

Lovely, lovely little car,
Did you go to see the Czar?
Driving up the mountains high
Roads were curved and steep, oh my.
Lovely, lovely little car,
Did you go to see the Czar?

6. Divide the students into groups of 3-4 in a group.
a. First the students will select a theme for their parody song.
b. Examples: animals, family, holidays, states, school, etc.

7. Listen to the chorus of “Lean on Me” on more time.
a. Clap every time you hear the words “lean” and “me.”

Lean on me, when you’re not strong
And I’ll be your friend
I’ll help you carry on
For it won’t belong
‘Til I’m gonna need
Somebody to lean on

8. Have the students work with the members of their group to write a parody for the chorus of “Lean on Me.”

9. If time allows, have 1 person from each group read or sing their parody for the other members of the class.
a. After the class hears each parody, ask the students to identify the theme that the group used for their parody.


REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to identify the form of the song “Lean on Me?”
2. Were the students able to demonstrate an understanding of the difference between strophic and through composed songs?
3. Were the students able to collaborate with their peers to identify a theme for their parody?
4. Were the students able to collaborate with their peers to write a parody of the song “Lean on Me?

FINE ARTS
· 7.5PE Analyze a varied repertoire of vocal performances using elements of music. 
· 7.8RE Recognize, identify and demonstrate form in music of various cultures and popular music. 
· 7.1CO Analyze the meaning and expression of variety in live or recorded music performances.

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
· A2. 1.c Describe how personal interests, qualities and strengths may help with decision making to accomplish personal goals 
· A1. 1.c Identify, recognize, and name personal complex emotions 

LANGUAGE ARTS
· RL.7.2 Analyze literary text development. Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.
· RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific language choices, such as sensory words or phrases, on meaning and tone, including rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
· L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.7a Evaluate their own work, applying selected criteria such as appropriate application of elements of music including style, form, and use of sound sources. 
· MU:Cr3.1.7b Describe the rationale for making revisions to the music based on evaluation criteria and feedback from others (teacher and peers). 
· MU:Cr3.2.7a Present the final version of their documented personal composition, song, or arrangement, using craftsmanship and originality to demonstrate unity and variety, and convey expressive intent. 
· MU:Cn10.0.7a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

