THE CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA
Music Preferences – 
Grade Eight

Materials:
· Video: Maple Leaf Rag, Scott Joplin and performed by Dario Ronchi
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCxLAr_bwpA
· Video: “The Sound of Silence,” by Paul Simon and performed by Pentatonix
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdVjVtpr55M
· Materials: Board to write on, large post it notes, markers

Learning Objective: Students will analyze, compare and contrast two different styles of music and justify their musical preferences through listening, discussion, group work and writing.

Glossary Terms:
· Improvise: Create something very quickly
· Ragtime: Music that combines contemporary music with African rhythms and harmonies
· A cappella group: Group of singers performing without accompaniment
· Justification: Showing or explaining how something is right

ACTIVITY (20-25 minutes)
1. To start the class invite the students to watch and listen to the video recording of “Maple Leaf Rag” by Scott Joplin. (pianist?)
a. Tell the students that this piece is ragtime music (popular music adding African rhythms and harmonies).
b. Guide them to tap the beat as they listen to an excerpt.
c. Play approximately 90 seconds to 2 minutes of the video.
d. Guide the students to identify things they noticed as the pianist was playing during the performance.
e. What did the students notice? 
f. Lead a class discussion on their observations.

2. Next, have students listen to an excerpt of “The Sounds of Silence” performed by the vocal group Pentatonix.
a. Pentatonix is an a cappella vocal ensemble.
b. Have the students stand and move to the music for 90 seconds – 2 minutes.
i. Dance, clap, tap the beat, sway, etc.
c. Ask the students what they noticed about this performance.

3. Instruct the students to move into groups of 3-4 students and analyze the two contrasting musical styles and performance practices.
a. Have the students move to the board or write on large post it notes.
b. Each group will write a list of descriptive words or phrases that describe the two different performances.
c. One list includes all of the things that they noticed about the piano ragtime performance. 
i. Rhythmic
ii. Fast
iii. Up and down the keyboard
d. The other list includes things that the students noticed about singers’ a capella performance.
i. 5 singers
ii. Expressive faces 
iii. Mouth percussion
e. If time permits invite volunteers to share their list of descriptive words or phrases with the class.
f. The teacher may want to play the excerpts/recordings softly in the background while the students are developing their lists.

EXTENSION
· Have students write a justification paragraph that explains why they preferred one performance more than the other performance. 
· Encourage them to use descriptive terms/phrases from the list they created with their respective groups.

REFLECTION
1. Were the students able to perform the assigned movements to both recordings?
2. Were the students able to listen and identify and list appropriate words to describe the musical styles and performance practices shared in the two recordings?
3. Were the students able to work collaboratively with the members of their group?
4. Were the students able to justify their preference for one of the two music performances?

FINE ARTS
· 8.5PE Compare and contrast vocal performances of varied repertoire using elements of music. 
· 8.1RE Examine contemporary music styles and describe the distinctive characteristics in a repertoire of exemplary works. 
· 8.5RE Apply criteria based on elements of music to support personal preferences for specific musical works. 
· 8.7RE Justify opinions about music based on culture, environment, values and personal experiences. 
· 8.1CO Compare and contrast a varied repertoire of music based on how elements of music are used to create meaning and expression. 
· 8.2CO Describe how music performance and settings affect audience response. 



NATIONAL MUSIC STANDARDS
· MU:Cr3.1.8b Describe the rationale for refining works by explaining the choices, based on evaluation criteria. 
· MU:Pr4.2.8a Compare the structure of contrasting pieces of music selected for performance, explaining how the elements of music are used in each. 
· MU:Re7.1.8a Select programs of music (such as a CD mix or live performances) and demonstrate the connections to an interest or experience for a specific purpose. 
· MU:Re7.2.8b Identify and compare the context of programs of music from a variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods. 
· MU:Re9.1.8a Apply appropriate personally-developed criteria to evaluate musical works or performances. 
· MU:Cn10.0.8a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and intent when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

