Page 5, 10/01/24
[bookmark: _TOC_250015]Introduction

There are a variety of reasons children want to play a musical instrument; maybe a family member has played one in the past, maybe their friends have decided to start playing one, or maybe it’s just because it looks like fun. Regardless of the reason, all students should be encouraged to join and participate in their school’s instrumental music program.

Studies show that music education is inherently valuable in providing children with a well-rounded education.  This publication has been designed to assist directors by providing them information and ideas that will help them to speak to students, parents, administrators and other teachers about the importance of having a vibrant music program in their school

Having an effective recruitment plan that employs an array of strategies to attract potential students is the key to success in recruiting, but it is important to remember that children join an instrumental music program and stick with it if:

1. The director is enthusiastic and makes learning fun
2. The instrumental music program is visible in the community
3. Parents, community and school boards support the program

Thus, directors should establish a plan to attend to the following on a consistent basis throughout the year. 
1. Create and foster student interest through frequent and regular communication and contact.
2. Communicate positive messages with parents on a regular basis
3. Develop and implement a systemic plan for nurturing the support of the other students within the school as well as faculty, staff, administration and the community so that the program is viewed as a centerpiece of activity that contributes to a positive school culture overall.


