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There are a variety of reasons children want to play a musical instrument; maybe a family member has played one in the past, maybe their friends are going to start playing one, or because it looks like fun. Regardless of the reason, all students should be encouraged to join and participate in their school’s instrumental music program.

Music education has been the subject of many scientific studies showing its value to children as part of their total education. Familiarizing yourself with this information will aid you in speaking to students, parents, administrators and other teachers about the importance of having a vibrant music program in their school.  

Having an effective recruitment plan that employs an array of strategies to attract potential students is key.

Charlie, not sure where this section could go. . .like an Appendix??????

Encouraging Current Students to Take Ownership: 
· Ask current students to create a fun promo about their particular instrument. This can be done individually or as a section. Your students will love coming up with creative, fun ideas that can be shared on social media. EX: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJM-u6IABGQ
· Have current students create a video about being in the program that highlights the aspects that make it special; friends, family atmosphere, travel, etc. EX: https://youtu.be/MMdHJHX7Xa4
· Implement a signing day activity similar to what is done in sports where “newbies” sign on the dotted line that they are joining the program. EX: https://youtu.be/J4bTw5uyiUY?si=UzyaZj6ztiKrvFkG
· Ask current students to make a holiday or Valentine’s Day video to share with their former music teachers who will love seeing how far the students have progressed. https://youtu.be/YvxSTvL3D0I
· Post quality videos of your students performing. EX: https://youtu.be/iI9ZRf1dYng
· Create a template for current beginners to use to make a poster with their photo and one quote telling prospective students why they should join the program. EX:  (May move this to later in the publication.)

Children join an instrumental music program (band, orchestra, guitar or mariachi) and stick with it if:
· The director is enthusiastic and makes learning fun
· Parents, community and school boards support the program
· The instrumental music program is visible in the community
· So this is what you have to do:
· Foster student interest
· Communicate regularly with parents
· Develop an ongoing program for nurturing the support of the school’s students and staff, the administration and the community

Charlie, I added this back in just so we don’t forget that it’s here:
So, this is what has to be done:
· Foster student interest
· Communicate regularly with parents
· Develop and ongoing program for nurturing the support of the school’s students and staff, the administration, and the community

